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UNITED STATES INFORMATION SERVICE

COMMUNTCATIONS SECTION

MEMOREANDUM 27 October, 1949

To: Mr, Howard Chaille
Communications Division
Depertment of State

Fm: E. H, Frampton
Chief Communications
USIS London

1. Herewith notes on meebing withi-

Brigadier~General R, Gambier-Posrry
Director of Communications
Foreign Office

and

Colonel E, Malthby
Assistent to Director of Communications
Foreign Office

Wednesday 26th October 1949
The British Foreien Office, Whitehall

2. Brigsdier Gambier-Parry first outlined the background
of the formation of the Foreign Office Communications System:i-~

(a) 1In view of the tension in Zurope the scheme
was first put forwerd to the British Government
in 1938 and was approved, Four out stations
were installed st the British Embassies concerned

one of these being at Prague and one at Warsaw,

The events of late 1938, and mid 1939, proved

the value of these stations to guch an extent that
jmmedizte suthority was given to extend the system
and & complete orgsnization was set up within the
Foreign Office. ‘
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(b) By the beginning of World War II - September 1939 -
o total of 62 foreign stations had been set up.
With the development of events, these stetions
became more of an intelligence (G2) value then
diplomstic gnd were used extensively throughout
the period of the War years,

(c) At the conclusion of hostilities, the experi-
ence gosined during the War, hed shown the
necessity for the continuation of the communi-
cations system - end at meetings held in London -
the service was approved and called the "Diplo-
metic Wireless Service". However, its functions
continued to heve intelligence velue.

3. This new Service was ranked level with the three fighting
armg ~ was on sn equal footing of importance - end wes set up with
its own complete admiuistrative, technicel end training units.

Ly The method adopted in seiting up a1l outposts was to ensure
complete mobility. Therefore, all outposts were equipped with low
power stations (nothing mainly over 150 watts output), using mein
LINK stations for relay purposes,

No sutomstic equipment is used &t outposts, other than
certazin selected relay points, snd hrnd speed morse is used &8 the
method of signal trensmission.

5. With tho re-orgenization on & Poace-~time basis therc are now
spproximately 47 stations is operstion,

Conferences were held between the Diplome tic Wireless Service
snd the Common Carriers, when it wes zgrced thet Diplomstic Wireless
Service would only pess "officlal diplometic traffic", but it was
1eft to the D.W.S. to decide "whet was operationsl" end therefore no
conflict has so far arisen with the Common Cerricrs. In the event
that foreign Office system goes nout" then use is mede of Common
Cerrisrs.

6, In instelling equipment and systems within the Embassiecs con-
cerned the Diplomatic Wireless Service decided on the method of
asproach in zccordance with the "concord" or otherwise, cxisting in
the country concerncd. In some instances & direct spproach wes made
by the Ambsssedor, whereas in other ceses "other chennels" were used
(by privete srrangement with Minister of Interior, Chief of Police,
Burecsu of Communications, atc) but in cach case the ettitude adopted
was "the right of & representative of a Country to communicate with
his King (or Head of Stete™,)
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It is lorgely left to the Head of cach Mission to negotiate
(or not) in his own way, 2nd in every cese it is made reciprocsl, with
the country concerned heving the right to set up 2 communications
system in the United Kingdom.

In the majority of cases the Government of the country con-
cerned is aware of the cxistence of Foreign Office Communications
System,

7. The gquestion of "lcgslity" hes been discussed with the Foreign
Office Legal Department, and under Internationsl Law, and the legal
right for the ssteblishment of radio in an Embessy is bassed, not

upon written lew but upon usage and the Diplomatic privilege or

right of & representative to contact or communicate with his home

base (sce para 6).

8. Bquipment and Staff Organization

(a) The standard type of set used in nesrly ell
Tmbassies (outposts) is one developed and
made by the Diplometic Wireless Service,

Standard Set Mark 33, 35 watts
using power packs (battery operated)
or small gosolene driven engines,
approximstcely 1 HF,

(b) - Standard type entennses in use arc end fed
horizonteals.

(¢) The Foreign Office station in the United
Kingdom has o receiving site of 32 Double
Beys, using mostly HRO Netional, end AR-88
roceivers, and twenty miles away (located
in the esrea 40 miles North of London) is the
transmitter site with sixty transmitters,
nearly 211 RCA - developing 300 to 400 watts.

(d) There sre some sutometic positions, to main,
centralized, outposts, but the mejority of
outposts are handspeed morse &nd where neccssery
working on & link system through e maln relay
point.

There are very few redio teletype channcls cnd
no multiplex (VF Carricr) systems in use.

(¢) The mein Foreign Office Tronsmitter end Receiving
Stations sre linked with the Foreign Office
proper by & teleprinter (teletype) systen,
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Personnel

(a) Oper:tors src recruited from all welks of life snd
ususlly enrolled young and treined. Every recruit
mist be in possession of PMG-1 cortificate (Post
Master General Cless 1) which ensurcs & high
stenderd of officicncy in operating end technical
ability. Personnel ere grouped as "Operctor-
Technician® or "Engincer-Technician,

(b) Esch Operator-Technicisn employed is &ble to servics,
meintein snd repeir his equipment, in addition to
the operstion.

There ere spproximstely 800 personncl of 2ll grades,
including outpost and homebase staff,

(¢) & speciel term of highly skilled engincer-techni-
ciens rro processed for immediste deperture to eny
pert of the World, end complete sets of equipment
#re pscked resdy for immediete movemcnt,

In the event of & mejor foult - even complete
destruction of an outpost plant - two tcchni-
cierns with all equipment teke off by #ir -~ end
within 12 hours of rrrivel cen guarantee to
heve the outpost in comrmnicstion sgein.

(d) Correspondence courses :re arrenged for outpost
staff to keep pace with developments, to improve
their knowledge snd #bility znd periodic examine-
tions rre held. If ¢ technicien fails to pass en
exam he does not receive any increment in selsry.

(e) Usual terms of service for operstor-technicicns
is threec years oversess service then one year ot
home stetion.

() Beering in mind thet the trrnsmitter snd receiving
stetion in the United Kingdom wes set up end peid
for during the Wer yesrs, end thet ¢ lerge propor-
tion of the outpost strtions were slso provided
during the Wer, the annurl estimste (Budget) for
the Diplometic Wireless Scrvice is 200,000 pounds
per yeor., This sum covers personnel snd equipment
2t home end overssss, covers the resesrch Depert-
ment, repairs, menufacturing s#nd engincering
projects, sociel services, medicsl snd such like.
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(v)

(e)

(d)
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The theory expounded is "the more this scrvice is
used, the more it saves".

The ststistics cveilable for 1947 — 1948 show

that teking everything into sccount (thet is the
cscturl oversll expenditure of the D,W.3, as sgainst
the number of groups (wordage) trrnsmitted) the
oversge cost per word was 1,8 pence. The seme
traffic by common carrier et government rate would
heve been 5.2 pence per word.

The ¢bove costs ~nd estimetes do not include the
Foreign Office Trens-stlontic Redio Service
(London - Canede) the overazll cost of which
avercges .6 pence per word.

The Budget estimete, however, provides for eX-
pension #=nd probesble needs of the future.

11. In conclusion Brigedier General Gembler~Parry offcred the
opportunity of visiting the Foreign Office mein Trensmitter and
Receiving St- tions, of specking with officisls ond steffs in
verious branches, and is willing to discuss, in the plenning
steges, methods of closer co-operation, exchenge of ideas, assis—
tence in British controlled rcreae ond the possibility of &n
"integroted" system, should such be of mutusl adventage,
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